
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
City of Cedar Rapids 

Development Committee Meeting Amended Agenda 
City Hall Training Room 

Wednesday, August 16, 2017 
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 

 

Purpose of Development Committee:   

To enable the City Council to discuss and evaluate in greater detail these specific issues that directly impact the physical, 
social, and economic vibrancy of the City of Cedar Rapids. 
 
City Council Committee Members: 

Council member Ann Poe, Chair 
Council member Pat Shey 
Council member Scott Overland 
 Mayor Ron Corbett is an ex-officio member of all Council Committees per City Charter Section 2.06. 
 
 
Agenda: 

• Approval of Minutes – June 21, 2017 
 

• Recommendation Items 
1. Request for Proposals – City-Owned Property near  

1800 Block 10th Street SE 
 

 Bill Micheel 
 Community Development 
 

10 Minutes 

      2.  Request for City-Owned Property near 15th Street SE 
 

 Amanda Rabey 
 Community Development 
 

10 Minutes 

      3.  Request for lease of City-Owned Property near 1600     
           Block 2nd Street SE 

 Jennifer Pratt 
 Community Development 

10 Minutes 

 
• Updates 

1. College District Area Action Plan Workshop  Adam Lindenlaub 
 Community Development 

10 Minutes 

2. Sleeping Giant Bridge   Steve Sovern 
 Connect CR 

10 Minutes 

 
• Public Comment 

 
Next Meeting: September 20, 2017 
 

Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or procedures to participate in a City 
program, service, or activity, should contact the Community Development Department at (319) 286-5041 or email 
communitydevelopment@cedar-rapids.org  as soon as possible, but no later than 48 hours before the event. 

mailto:communitydevelopment@cedar-rapids.org


 

          
 

City of Cedar Rapids 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Cedar Rapids City Hall, Council Chambers 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 
3:00 p.m. 

 
 
The meeting was brought to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Council members Shey and Overland. Staff members present: Jennifer Pratt, 
Community Development Director; Matt Myers, Traffic Engineering Manager; Sara Buck, 
Housing Programs Manager; Anne Kroll, Community Development Administrative Assistant.  
 
Council members Shey and Overland approved the minutes from May 17, 2017 with unanimous 
consent.   
  
Presentations: 
 
1. Downtown Street Lighting 
Matt Myers, Traffic Engineering Manager, stated that Alliant Energy approached the City in 
2015 about switching the street lights. The impacted areas are the Downtown Business District 
and the Kingston Village Area. The goals of the project include replacing street lighting 
approaching the end of life, uniformity and beautification, and using LED lighting. Mr. Myers 
gave examples of lighting that needs replaced and current lighting that will remain. Confluence 
conducted a Streetlight Aesthetic Study for the City to determine what type of fixture was 
appropriate for the Downtown District and Kingston Village. Mr. Myers reviewed the estimated 
costs and timeline. 
 
Council member Overland had questions about costs and if Alliant would be helping with 
construction and maintenance. Mr. Myers stated that the City has been working with Alliant on 
those details for the last three (3) to four (4) months and are close to coming to an agreement. 
Council member Overland asked about lighting for areas surrounding downtown. Mr. Myers 
stated that areas such as NewBo/Czech Village and the MedQuarter all have their own lighting. 
Discussion will be held as to what the lighting will look like for the 16th Avenue Extension.  
 
2. Two Way Street Conversions 
Mr. Myers stated that the City website has a page specifically for two way street conversions that 
is updated frequently. Mr. Myers gave conversion timelines for Downtown, Wellington Heights, 
and 2nd and 3rd Avenues SW with all work beginning in either 2017 or 2018 and finishing up by 
2019. Third Avenue SE will need to be refigured because the side streets coming on to the road 
at an angle. Mr. Myers noted that 15th and 16th Avenues SE will not be converted to two way 
because there is a lot of truck traffic and the tractor trailers cannot safely make the turn onto 
those roads. Mr. Myers stated that the City Council will consider a contract with Union Pacific 
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Railroad at their June 27, 2017 meeting for work at the railroad crossings. The timeline for that 
work is winter 2017 to spring 2018. 
 
3. Wayfinding Signage 
Mr. Myers stated that wayfinding is needed for a unified appearance, coordination amongst the 
districts, to meet the needs of visitors and current residents, and as growth and change continues. 
Districts included are the Downtown District, NewBo Market, Kingston Village, Czech Village, 
and the MedQuarter as well as area stadiums. The City is working with Go Cedar Rapids, the 
MedQuarter, the Downtown District, and the Main Street District for this project. Mr. Myers 
shared draft concepts of the signage, an example of navigation that moves pedestrians and 
vehicles amongst the districts, a project timeline, and dates of stakeholder meetings.   
 
Council member Overland asked who is responsible for the maintenance of the signs. Mr. Myers 
stated that all the construction and signage details will be housed at Public Works. The working 
group will help manage who will be on the signs and there will be contracts in place as to who 
will change and order items. Approvals and spelling checks of the signs will come from the 
SSMIDs. The financing has not been figured out yet.  
 
Recommendation Items: 
 
1.  Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program - Administrative Plan Amendments  
Sara Buck, Housing Programs Manager, stated that a public hearing was held on April 11, 2017, 
where comments were received regarding the proposed Administrative Plan changes. These 
comments were reviewed by staff and the Resident Advisory Board, which brought forth 
additional changes to the Administrative Plan. The following changes were made: the policy on 
absence from the unit was updated under Family Obligations and Exhibit 12-1 Statement of 
Family Obligations. Ms. Buck provided key dates with July 1, 2017 being the effective date of 
approved changes.  
 
Council member Shey asked for the rationale behind changing the notice of absence from the 
unit from thirty (30) days to fourteen (14) days. Ms. Buck stated that the shorter time period 
helps to get a hold of the tenant in case of an emergency or fraud. Council member Shey asked if 
someone is new to the program how they are informed of all of the specific rules. Ms. Buck 
stated that there are a lot of rules that participants have to abide by and it is a requirement of the 
program to review those rules with the participants.  
 
Council members Shey and Overland recommended that City Council approve the 
Administrative Plan amendments with unanimous consent.  
 
Council members Overland and Shey adjourned the meeting at 3:55 p.m. with unanimous 
consent.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Anne Kroll, Administrative Assistant II 
Community Development 

2 



                                Community Development Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 
 

To:  City Council Development Committee 
From: Bill Micheel, Assistant Director of Community Development & Planning 
Subject: Request for Proposals – City-Owned Property near 1800 Block 10th Street SE 
Date:   August 16, 2017 
 
Background 
The City received a request on August 8th, 2017 from SSC, INC on behalf of Verizon Wireless 
requesting the City initiate the disposition and request for proposal (RFP) process for the lease of the 
property commonly known as the RESCAR property located near the 1800 block of 10th Street SE 
for the purpose of siting a cellular communications tower.  The subject property is labeled in the 
Property Location Map below: 

 
 
Locating cell towers includes close examination of safety and aesthetic concerns.  In addition to 
requirements specific to cell towers, aesthetic concerns will be mitigated at this location by 
landscaping that has been identified in Phase 4 of the Sinclair segment of the Flood Control System 
(FCS).  The FCS landscaping is currently proposed to bid in 2018 and follows along both sides of a 
new recreational trail that will connect to the Sleeping Giant Bridge (former Rock Island Railroad 
Bridge).  A cell tower is also consistent with the adjacent transmission line poles and the Alliant 
Substation located directly to the east of the subject property.      
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The property was acquired by the City from the Sinclair Company in February of 2008 with the use 
of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) funds.  Subsequently, the disposition of the property is subject to 
meeting the following key requirements of the State of Iowa Code:  

- The sale, lease, transfer, or any other agreement relating to a disposition may be made by a 
City in conformance with an approved urban renewal plan; 

- The purchasers or lessees must devote the real property only to uses in conformance with the 
approved urban renewal plan;  

- The real property or interest must not be sold, leased, or otherwise transferred for less than 
fair market value; and 

- A City is required to dispose of real property only under reasonable competitive bidding 
procedures. 

 
The City adopted an approved Urban Renewal Plan for the Consolidated Central Urban Renewal 
Area in November of 2000 which lists a broad range of appropriate uses in conformance with the 
City’s zoning code demonstrating consistency with the first two bullet points listed above.  In 
addition, annual rent rates for the lease of the property will be based on fair market value of the 
property and the specific proposed use included in the selected proposal addressing the third bullet 
point above.  Finally, an RFP will be released inviting competitive proposals for the lease of the 
property which address the remaining State of Iowa Code requirement for a reasonable competitive 
bidding procedure listed above. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends initiating the RFP process to solicit competitive proposals for redevelopment of 
this lot.  Recommended criteria for evaluation will include: 

1.  Proposal is in conformance with any relevant deed restrictions, easements, and other key site 
constraints; and 

2. Aesthetics of the proposed communications tower design and the compatibility of the design 
with surrounding property uses 
 

The following is the proposed Disposition Process schedule: 
August 22, 2017         Motion Setting a Public Hearing (consent agenda) 
September 12, 2017       Public hearing and resolution to invite competitive proposals 
September 13, 2017       RFP Released and Informational Meeting Conducted  
September 22, 2017  Deadline for proposal extension 
September 29, 2017                11:00 a.m. - Proposal Deadline 
September 1, 2016       Proposal Selection 
October 10, 2017                   City Council consideration of preferred Proposer                         
October-November, 2017*   City Council consideration of a Ground Lease Agreement 
 
Bold items denote City Council action 
*Subject to mutual agreement of terms and conditions of a Lease Agreement 
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Community Development Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 

 
 
To:  City Council Development Committee 
From: Paula Mitchell through Jennifer Pratt, Director of Community Development & 

Planning 
Subject: Request for City-Owned Property near 15th Street SE 
Date:   August 4, 2017 
 
Background: 
The City has received a request for two vacant, excess City owned parcels located off of 15th 
Street SE. The request was received from Cedar Valley Habitat for Humanity (CVHfH), and the 
proposal is to use these lots, which are adjacent to other lots currently owned by CVHfH, to 
construct single family homes for owner-occupancy as part of the organization’s Summer 2018 
“Home Builder’s Blitz” building program. 
 
The two requested parcels are as follows: 
 

• Parcel #14272-02004-00000 – This vacant, City-owned parcel is 5,576 square feet. The 
lot was offered through the City’s ROOTs program, but was not requested by a builder 
prior to the program deadline. 

• Parcel #14272-04027-00000 – This vacant, City-owned parcel is 2,100 square feet and 
therefore does not meet the City’s current square footage requirement to be considered a 
buildable lot under the R-TN zoning designation, which is the City’s most flexible 
designation for single-family, residential housing. However, it is located adjacent to a 
parcel that was recently donated by Alliant Energy to Habitat for Humanity, and could be 
combined with that parcel to create a buildable lot. 

 
Both lots are shown on the map provided as an attachment to this memo.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends initiating the request for proposal process to solicit competitive proposals for 
redevelopment of these lots. Recommended criteria for evaluation include: 
 

• Priority for single family, owner occupied housing; 
• Developer experience; 
• Developer investment; 
• Design consistent with neighborhood character; 
• Community benefit; 
• Timeline for completion. 

 
Timeline and Next Steps: 
 

• August 16, 2017 – Development Committee Consideration 
• September 12, 2017 – Resolution setting public hearing 



• September 26, 2017 – Public hearing on the disposition 
• October 16, 2017 – Deadline for proposals 
• November 14, 2017 – City Council selection of preferred developer 
• December 19, 2017 – City Council consideration of Development Agreement 
• Spring 2018 – Commencement of construction 

 
  



Project Location: 
 

 



                                Community Development Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 
 

To:  City Council Development Committee 
From: Caleb Mason, Community Development & Planning 
Subject: Request to Lease - City-Owned Property near 1600 Block 2nd St SE 
Date:   August 16, 2017 
 
Background 
The City received a request from Craig and Brett McCormick to initiate the process for a short-term 
lease of six (6) City-owned properties in the 1600 block of 2nd Street SE.   Brett McCormick owns 
property contiguous to the City-owned property as shown on the map:    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. McCormick is requesting a two-year lease to provide short-term, temporary use of the properties 
in conjunction with outdoor events associated with the outdoor pavilion located on his property.   
Previously, the City granted use of the City-owned properties to Mr. McCormick under the City’s 
Special Event permitting process for an event in the fall of 2016.  The City’s Special Event 
permitting process is intended for specified events with known dates and activities and is less tailored 
to accommodating ongoing, ad hoc activities or events.  As such, Mr. McCormick is requesting the 
two-year lease which will provide dates certain of use of the property. 
 
The long-term plan for disposition of the subject properties will not be finalized until the Flood 
Control System is constructed.  This includes water detention, pump station, and levy.   These six 
properties will be included as part of the master plan for the Sinclair redevelopment including access, 
infrastructure and connectivity.  Therefore, staff finds that the short-term use of the properties is 
appropriate at this time.   
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Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends initiating a two-year lease with Mr. McCormick for short-term lease of the 
properties with the following key terms: 
 

1. Lessee is responsible for maintenance costs and liability on the properties; and 
2. Lessee’s use of the property shall be in conformance with deed restrictions, easements, and 

other key site considerations  
3. No permanent structures are to be constructed on the premises 

 

The following is the proposed next steps: 

August 22, 2017        Resolution to negotiate a Lease  

September 12, 2017 Resolution authorizing a Lease 
 

 
2 

 


	Amended Agenda 08.16.17
	packet-remainder
	6 21 17 Draft Development Comm Minutes
	08.16.17 Prop Disposition 1800 Block 10th Street SE RFP Dev Comm Memo
	Habitat Request for City-Owned Parcels
	08.16.17 Prop Disposition 1600 Block 2nd Street SE


